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3.5 GONDALPARA

“A Face on Which Time Makes but Liitle Impression™: Exploring prospecis of

tourism in Gondalpara area of Chandernagore

In ‘A Tale of Two Cities under Colonial Rule: Chandernagore and Caloutta
(2012)" Sumanta Banerjee interestingly draws a parallel between
Chandernagore and Kolkata as regards the gradual development of the
two cities under colonial rule. He observes:
By a curicus coincidence, each city was constructed out of three
villages., The French colonists built up Chandermagore from three

rural settlements — Borkishonpur, Khalisani and Gondalpara. Calcutta

was constructed by the British rulers from three villages - Gobindapur,

Sutanuti and Kolikata.

Presently located in South-East Chandernagore, Gondalpara area was a
distinct rural locale bound by Besohata and Tematha to the west, Huglh
River to the east and north and Telinipara in the south, While, on the one
hand, its natural beauty attracted travellers since the sixteanth century to
bask inits pristine landscape, on the othar, its proximity to water facilitated
commercial and revolutionary aclivities till India's Independence.
Moreover, Gondalpara area was one of the virgin landscapes in Hooghly
district awaiting to be explored primarily by four European traders — viz the

Portuguese, Dlanes. English and the French. Despite being a rural sub-
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